As the curve progresses, the entire spine collapses to a 'C-shape'. This is associated with progressive pelvic obliquity which at first makes sitting uncomfortable and eventually results in loss of sitting balance (Figs 2 and 3). Hsu (1983) reported that progression of the curve beyond 400 was associated with diminished sitting tolerance. The survival data were analysed using a Log Rank programme with chi-square analysis. shown in Figure  8 . It increased significantly (p < 0.02) in the patients who had undergone spinal stabilisation, but remained the same in those who had refused surgery.
RESULTS

There
The measurements of the spinal curves are shown in Figure  9 . Initially, the patients who had undergone surgery had more severe curves (mean 47#{176}), than did the nonoperated patients (mean 37#{176}), but this difference was not significant. 
